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“All gave some; 

some gave all” 

- Sergeant  Howard 

William Osterkamp, 

Korean War Veteran  
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Happy Memorial Day! 
As a combat-decorated 

Vietnam veteran, this time 

of year always holds a 

special place in my heart. I 

hope you will take some 

time this month to thank a 

veteran for their service to 

our country, remember a 

service man or woman 

who made the ultimate 

sacrifice, or take part in 

some related Memorial Day activities. As always, it is an honor to 

serve the wonderful residents of the 8th District. 

Blessings, 
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Sanctuary Woods 
Sanctuary Woods is a parcel of land located at 
the County Grounds off of Watertown Plank Rd. 
in Wauwatosa, and is currently the subject of 
much discussion by Wauwatosa city officials as 
well as the Milwaukee County Board. 

Currently, this parcel is owned by Milwaukee 
County, and is zoned as “institutional” on ac-
count of Research Park.  However, Wisconsin 
state statutes require that the hosting municipali-
ty is empowered to change the zoning designa-
tion in any way it sees fit, which can include zon-
ing it for economic development (if the County 
should seek to divest the property to the munici-
pality). Wauwatosa is currently debating, de-
pending on which proposal you are referring to, 
changing the zoning to allow for economic devel-
opment. 

I do favor economic development, but I also be-
lieve strongly in future planning.  We currently 
have 158 parks in Milwaukee County.  The City of 
South Milwaukee has over 40 percent of its land 
acreage in parkland.  Thanks to the foresight of 
our forefathers we have no shortage of County 
parkland.  We  have over one thousand wild deer 
living in our County parks.  People love their 
parks.  Yet, we have over $ 200 million in de-
ferred park maintenance – plus the Domes!  

During last fiscal year’s budget hearings 
members of the public repeatedly told 
us not to raise taxes, but to develop vast 
amounts of idle land within the Coun-
ty.  Thus, preventing the need of tax in-
creases, especially the dreaded wheel 
tax! 

However, I would put to you that this is 
no ordinary parcel of land. Right now, an 
environmental study is being done, and 
it is believed this parcel might be home 
to several endangered species. Further-
more, once the land is developed by pri-
vate developers, its gone for good! 

I want to do what is right for all citizens 
involved and I am awaiting discussions 
with colleagues, our County staff, and 
the citizen stakeholders/community 
groups of Wauwatosa.  I look forward to 
hearing your thoughts on this matter.  

Please keep in mind however, that if the 
Wauwatosa City Council should change 
the zoning on this parcel to anything be-
sides “parkland,” the County Executive 
will have the authority to sell this, at any 
time and at any price, without any kind 
of input or approval from the Board.  

 

Blessings, 

 

David 

One of the few proposed concepts for the development of the   
County Grounds. 







If you partook in the April 4, 2017 Spring elections, you might 
have noticed the following question on your ballot: 

Do you support County Executive Chris Abele’s proposal 
for a $60 Vehicle Registration Fee (wheel tax) to provide 
designated funding for transit and transportation-related 
projects? 

YES                                                                      NO 

This appeared on your ballot because Mr. Abele’s proposed 2017 budget included a $60 
wheel tax. The Board was not comfortable with passing such a massive tax, especially one 
so thoroughly opposed by the public.  

However, continued cuts to shared revenue from the state of Wisconsin left Milwaukee 
County with a large deficit. The Board reluctantly passed a $30 wheel tax with the under-
standing that Mr. Abele would engage in a massive public education drive to persuade the 
County electorate on the “. . .absolute critical need to increase the $30 fee to $60” before the 
Spring referendum. 

This did not happen, and it showed in the poll results. The vote on the referendum was 72% 
“no” and 28% “yes.” 

Please bear in mind this referendum was advisory only, and was not binding on the County.  

The VRF can be spent only on transportation-related expenses. Most funding for MCTS is 
provided by transportation aid from the federal/state government, and then the fare box.  For 
the past half-decade, these aids have been flat.    

Tens of thousands of people throughout the County depend on public transit (i.e. the elderly, 
those who have no cars, those who can’t safely operate a car anymore, the disabled needing 
independent mobility). 

Who will pay to construct and maintain miles of County Roads (including many in 
Cudahy)?  Who will pay to plow? I certainly feel the pain that increased taxes generate.  I 
pay the same rate as you do.  

Nevertheless, I agree that the VRF is unfair and an absurd tax.  But it is the only tax the 
County had available to support our transportation needs.  The State’s Transportation Fund 
is a disaster!  Our local and state roads and bridges are a disaster!   There is no free 
lunch.  If we want a safe and enjoyable quality of life, someone has to pay the bills.  

Wheel Tax Referendum 











Investing in Infrastructure: WE Energies Project Coming to South Milwaukee 

Work is beginning this month on a WE Energies project to upgrade natural gas facilities in a number of neighborhoods in South Milwaukee. The 
project to replace aging natural gas mains and laterals will affect more than 1,700 customers in the city, and could lead to brief gas outages and 
traffic impacts. Customers/property owners directly impacted by the project will receive a notice (mailing or door hanger) of work to be done in their 
neighborhoods. 

Here is a project overview from WE Energies … 

We will begin upgrading natural gas facilities throughout areas of South Milwaukee soon. This work will allow us to continue to provide safe and 
reliable natural gas service to our customers. We expect to complete the work in stages by the end of 2017. The work includes replacement of 
natural gas mains within the road right-of-way as well as service laterals to individual homes. Michels, our construction contractor, will complete 
the work on our behalf. 

Our activities will require traffic control and excavation measures, which we are coordinating with the City of South Milwaukee. Construction stag-
ing may require the temporary removal of on-street parking in some areas to accommodate a work zone. There also will be intermittent impacts to 
pedestrian sidewalk access throughout the project. We will contact impacted residents through letters and in-person visits in advance of work be-
ing performed to provide project details, review the timeline and answer questions. A project contact number will be made available for follow-up 
questions. 

We appreciate your understanding as our crews work to complete the project as safely and quickly as possible. Thank you for your cooperation. 



The Giant’s Garden, the 2017 Milwaukee Ballet 
School & Academy Student Showcase 

 

 

The Giant’s Garden is a world premiere choreographed by Milwaukee Ballet School & 
Academy Director Rolando Yanes.  Based on the book, The Selfish Giant, students of 
Milwaukee Ballet School & Academy will tell the story of a garden that can only thrive on 
the joy and delight of children.  This family-friendly show will run less than 90-minutes 
(no intermission) and is perfect for the young and young-at-heart. 

Show times are 11:00 a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 

Tickets on sale April 17. Reserved seating. All seats are $23 each. Ages 3 and under 
complimentary but must need a seat assigned. Call the box office for order. 


















